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With thanks and appreciation to Maxine Reneker and Greta Marlatt who allowed me to
begin investigating the fascinating literature of the United States Navy in China.
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“Like Chimneys in Summer”

The thousands of men who served on the China Station
before World War 11
have been all but forgotten,
except in the mythology of the military.

In the sea stories and barracks tales of
soldiers, leathernecks, and old salts,

China hands have been depicted as swaggering, larger-than-life men.

China hands gained repute as the best professional military men
and also the best at drinking and womanizing.

Why have these men been overlooked?

Part of the reason is that most of the troops
served in the peacetime military.

Most Americans would probably agree with the British statesman,
William Cecil, who wrote:

‘Soldiers in peace are like chimneys in summer.’

From Dennis Noble’s preface to his 1990 scholarly monograph on American military
men in the Far East, The Eagle and the Dragon: The United States Military in China,

1901-1937.
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The Yangtze Patrol

Introduction

Yangtze Patrol!!

Merely hearing the words conjures images of exotic places, intriguing people, exciting
adventures — and danger.

The Yangtze, Asia’s largest river, originates in the mountains of Tibet and flows
eastward through the heart of China before entering the Pacific Ocean at Shanghai. For
nearly a hundred years, from the middle of the nineteenth century to the middle of the
twentieth, the United States Navy patrolled the river, protecting American citizens and
interests. Few people know the history of those times. The Yangtze River Patrol
Memorial Foundation, successor to the Yangtse River Patrol Association, was created to
memorialize the ships and men of the Patrol and to foster scholarship into the role played
by the United States Navy in the Far East.

Now, the Yangtze River Patrol Memorial Foundation has honored the Naval Postgraduate
School’s Knox Library by selecting it as a repository for their book collection, records,
and memorabilia. This is particularly appropriate given that the library’s namesake,
Commodore Dudley Knox, commanded the gunboat U.S.S. Iris during China’s Boxer
Rebellion of a century ago. The honor, we acknowledge, brings with it the Great
Responsibility to care for the collection, to augment and improve it, to document it, and
to make it available for scholarly researchers. The compilation of this modest
bibliography is the first public step toward that goal. We hope this initial attempt will
serve as a bedrock for greatly expanded and/or improved future versions.

The first issue we confronted was defining the breadth and scope of the material that
would be included in this bibliography. For example, should it encompass material
pertaining only to the Yangtze River Patrol or should it include the co-existing South
China Patrol which operated further south along the coast at Canton? Should our
purview expand to include the full Asiatic Fleet, of which the Yangtze Patrol was a part;
or perhaps to the business and religious activities which provided the Patrol’s stated
raison d’etre, or maybe even to the diplomatic negotiations and political decisions which
made its establishment possible? And what about the fascinating magazine articles and
books from that time period which, while not mentioning the Patrol, vividly and
evocatively described the people and the scenes that the sailors would have encountered?
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Then there was the problem of defining just how long the Yangtze Patrol existed. The
U.S. Navy created an organization with the official name “Yangtze Patrol” on 5 August
1921 with the stated purpose of “protecting U.S. interests, lives and property and to
maintain and improve friendly relations with the Chinese People.” [Cable, p. 160].
However, the term is applied by some to include all U.S. Navy activities on the river
dating back to the 1850’s. Kemp Tolley in the preface to his book, Yangtze Patrol,
confidently states that “the Patrol carried out the longest single uninterrupted military
operation in U.S. history, enduring without significant break for only twelve years short
of a century.” [Tolley, preface]

A perusal of this “selected” bibliography will reveal, for now, a rather unfocused
response to the above questions. Perhaps the eventual direction and scope of this work,
as in the case of the Yangtze Patrol itself, will be an evolutionary process driven by
public demands, official responses, and the aggregate human and financial resources
available for the task.

Those who hunger for a definitive description of the Yangtze Patrol may appreciate a few
selections from Robert W. Love’s History of the U.S. Navy which will help to put the
Patrol in historical and political context while illustrating the difficulty in characterizing
its composition and nature:

“...Most Americans who preached and traded in China lived in the Yangtze River
basin, or in or around one of South China’s great treaty ports. For nearly a century their
activities had been periodically threatened by pirates, bandits, antiforeign rioters,
warlords, and anti-Peking rebels. As a result, in the 1858 Treaty of Tsiensin the United
States demanded that China give U.S. navy warships the right to navigate the rivers of
China “in pursuit of pirates” and the freedom to “visit all ports.” The first patrol on
the Yangtze River was conducted in 1854 [emphasis added], and over the years these
operations increased in frequency as Peking’s ability to keep order declined under
pressure from the warlords, Japan, and Europe’s interventionists.

“...American merchants, missionaries, educators, and their dependents ... legal
rights were first secured in the 1844 Treaty of Wanghia and later in a succession of
equally one-sided agreements culminating in the Boxer Treaty of 1901. When
revolution broke out, therefore, American policy embraced some profound
contradictions. On 10 July 1925, the State Department told London that [President]
Coolidge expected “strict adherence” by China to the extrality and tariff treaties, but the
president also instructed Secretary of State Kellogg not to use force to interfere in
China’s internal affairs. On the other hand, the White House could not abandon
Americans preaching and trading in China, and Kellogg repeatedly declared his
determination to protect their lives and property.”

“The Navy provided the principal means for achieving these objectives.” [Love,
page 566]

A few other explicative paragraphs from Love may serve to illustrate the ebb and flow in
the Patrol’s history:

“After the Boxer Rebellion was crushed in 1900, American gunboats routinely
patrolled the Yangtze and policed the South China coast. The Boxer Treaty also led to
the posting of a large marine legation guard in Peking and an Army regiment at Tsiensin
forty miles to the east. Nonetheless, the China station was always an isolated outpost.
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In 1902, the Asiatic Squadron was ungraded [sic] [upgraded?] to fleet status, but two
years later Theodore Roosevelt withdrew all battleships from the Far East.

“Admiral Coontz had abolished the Atlantic fleet and consolidated all the
battleships into the U.S. Fleet on the Pacific coast in 1922, but he did not disestablish
the Asiatic Fleet. It was charged with defending the Philippines and Guam and with
upholding the Open Door Policy in China

“Over the years the Asiatic Fleet’s Yangtze Patrol and South China Patrol remained
fairly weak, despite the increasing danger to American interests that came hard on the
heels of the Manchu dynasty’s collapse in 1911, the subsequent outbreak of civil war,
and Japan’s adoption of a policy of muscular expansionism. When a real crisis appeared
on the horizon in 1924, the entire Asiatic Fleet consisted of only one cruiser, twenty
four-stack destroyers, twelve submarines, and eleven gunboats. Rear Admiral Charles
B. McVay’s Yangtze Patrol maintained a supply depot at Hankow, the midpoint of its
area of gunboat operations on the river; a smaller three-vessel South China patrol was
stationed at Canton. The navy’s establishment in China was clearly not up to defending
American interests in the far East. The Yangtze Patrol was ‘small and weak, merely a
police force against banditry,” admitted rear Admiral Yates Stirling ...

“American nationals in China were sharply divided over the value of the patrols,
many claiming that the gunboats stimulated Chinese agitation, others insisting that only
the presence of Western naval forces prevented the Chinese from violating the treaties
and slaughtering all foreigners.” [Love, pages 566 — 568]

Stanley Hornbeck, writing in the Annals of the American Academy of Political and Social
Science in 1928, described an incident in which the civilian participants presumably
would not have equivocated in their feelings about the Patrol’s gunboats:

“When the premises were about to be rushed, the American Consul asked by signal
that the gunboats in the river fire. American and British gunboats laid with
mathematical precision a barrage which dispersed the attackers and covered the escape
of the besieged party over the city wall. The patience of the Consul all that day, his
resolution at four o’clock, and the prompt response of the gunboats appear to have been
all that saved this party — men, women and children — from death.” [Hornbeck, pages
30-31]

Dr. Esson M. Gale’s 1955 U.S. Naval Institute Proceedings article on the Yangtze Patrol
makes interesting reading for someone who has time for only an essay-length overview.
A unique feature of Gale’s article is the insight it provides into the family and
leisure/recreational life of the naval officers:

“As a peace-time assignment, service on the Yangtze river was highly regarded by
all navy men who knew. Welcomed by the civilian element in the international treaty
ports naval officers and their families shared in the luxurious scale of living enjoyed by
occidentals in China. Elaborately furnished apartments, with battalions of houseboys,
cooks, and amahs for the children, could frequently be leased from the local European
residents going on leave to their homelands. Rentals were phenomenally low, as were
all other expenses. Curio and silk shops bulged with the choicest products of Chinese
artistry at irresistible prices. Attractive clubs provided special recreational facilities for
the foreign communities. The Shanghai Club and the spacious American Club were
downtown institutions where local businessmen and officials, including the transient
naval officers, gathered before tiffin for the customary gin-and-bitters. Navy wives
were popular both at the clubs and in the drawing rooms. They introduced a refreshing
note in styles and costumes to their sisters in exile.” [Gale, p. 307]
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In contrast, enlisted personnel experienced a vastly different lifestyle:

“For the sailors, however, the sprawling International Settlement at Shanghai
provided nothing in the way of entertainment but the sort of temptations one would
expect to find in a city referred to by the British as a ‘sink of iniquity.” Sordid and
degrading conditions existed until the American communities of central China,
particularly the American women’s organizations, became aroused and set out to provide
clubs and respectable social contacts ...” [Gale, p. 307]

References to this aspect of the American presence in China are relatively rare in the
literature and it is to Gale’s credit that he at least made sanitized allusions to conditions
for the bluejacket sailors, including a list of several communicable diseases that plagued
them such as malaria, cholera, smallpox and, circumspectly, “many others not necessary
to mention here.” [Gale, p. 309]

For those who crave more information than Gale’s article imparts, Kemp Tolley’s
Yangtze Patrol delivers a fascinating book-length treatment of the subject. Thomas
Buckley’s review of Tolley’s monograph in the Journal of American History manages, in
a couple of paragraphs, to evaluate the book, encapsule the history and function of the
Patrol, and inculcate some introspection regarding the existence and objectives of the
riverine unit:

“... From the Susquehanna through the intrepid Monocacy to the ill-fated Paney
[sic], American gunboats plied their way up and down the treacherous Yangtze in times
of peace as well as war. Their officers and crewmen, performing what was obviously one
of the most difficult and unrewarding tasks ever undertaken by the United States Navy,
attempting to protect, and at times expand, American interests in China that were often as
vague as they were vacillating. Dangers were faced with skill and courage; all were not
strictly military, as noted by one crewman when asked what he did with his wages. He
replied, “The most of it goes for likker and wimmen. The rest I spend foolishly.

“The book is a useful, well-written, and interesting account of an exotic chapter in
American naval and diplomatic history; it is a most skillful and entertaining re-creation of
days long past. Based largely on published reminiscences, official records, and articles
from the United States Naval Institute Proceedings, the volume has great substance in its
descriptive aspects. It is, however, lacking in analysis. The author clearly accepts the
presence and function of the gunboats as necessary and justified; alternatives to “gunboat
diplomacy” are not discussed, and seldom does the Chinese viewpoint appear in the
narrative. With the rise of Chinese nationalism in the 1920s, the task of the gunboats
became even more difficult and finally impossible although it was not the Chinese who
pushed the gunboats out but the Japanese. American policies in the interwar period,
despite outraged cries from those like American ambassador John van Antwerp
MacMurray who admired gunboat diplomacy, relegated force to a secondary position.
Useful in an earlier era, the gunboats had outlasted their time...” [Buckley, page 454]

Another book-length work worthy of special mention because of its unique perspective is
Dennis L. Noble’s The Eagle and the Lion: The United States Military in China, 1901-
1937. Noble, eschewing the more common discussion or description of events, opted
instead for an in-depth study and evaluation of the individual sailors, marines and soldiers
who served in China; his book is an attempt to not only evaluate them as military men but
to actually examine how they lived and how they thought.
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For a hundred years American sailors in China followed the ever-changing and
sometimes conflicting orders of their government. Fully appreciating the Yangtze Patrol
requires understanding many decades of American/Chinese relations placed in context
with the rest of world history. The Yangtze Patrol can’t be summarized adequately in
just a few pages, but it is hoped that those whose imaginations and interest are fired by
the brief descriptions above will find this still-incomplete bibliography a profitable place
to begin their exploration into the Yangtze Patrol and the “interesting time” of which it
was a part.

In creating this partially-annotated bibliography, the intent was that it should be an
‘entertaining’ as well as an ‘informative’ work. An attempt was made to select cogent
snippets from the comments and works of others that would, when taken together,
provide a sort of broad overview of the times, the issues, and the events. In other words,
a reader who knew nothing about the Yangtze Patrol could peruse this bibliography and
come away not only enlightened and intrigued but also motivated to delve into some of
the works cited herein. The current product is only a poor approximation of the original
concept but it is hoped that time and funding will be available in the future for an
enhanced version, involving an expanded number of pertinent citations, additional
annotations and comments, and either a broadened or a narrowed scope depending on the
opinions and advice of those who care about this period in the history of
American/Chinese affairs.

One final note, books held by the Naval Postgraduate School’s Dudley Knox Library are
identified by the letters “NPS/DKL” followed by location and call number information.
Many of the journal articles and other items are also accessible in Knox Library. Consult
with the reference or interlibrary loan departments in your local library for advice on
obtaining any materials that interest you.

September 1998



BOOKS / MONOGRAPHS

Alden, John D. The American Steel Navy: A Photographic History of the U.S. Navy
from the Introduction of the Steel Hull in 1883 to the Cruise of the Great
White Fleet, 1907-1909. Annapolis: Naval Institute Press, 1989. 396 pages.
[NPS Location: VA 59 A4]

A short chapter on “gunboat diplomacy” briefly mentions the service of those vessels in
China prior to 1909. An ‘appendix’ displays line drawings and a brief written description
of gunboats from the 1900 era.

Allen, Charles (ed.). Tales from the South China Seas: Images of the British in
South-East Asia in the Twentieth Century. London: MacDonald and Co.,
1983.

Barber, Noel. The Fall of Shanghai. New York: Coward, McCann & Geohagen, 1977.
[NPS/DKL Location: DS 796 S2 B28]

“Barber’s history of the ‘splendor and squalor’ of Shanghai from 1948 to 1953 is a
fascinating story written in fine vivid scenes with first-hand descriptions from characters
in the drama. ... His focus is on Shanghai which, before the Red Army’s quiet conquest,
was an almost independent social and economic British outpost in which Americans,
White Russians, Jews, and Chinese played their parts. ... This is a good
adventure/history for the lay reader.” Terry Farish in Library Journal, 1 November 1979,
v. 104, page 2344.

Baschet, Eric. China 1890-1938: From the Warlords to World War — A History in
Documentary Photographs. Kehl am Rhein, Germany: Swan, 1989. 260
pages, ill.
[NPS/DKL Location: In Process]

Bernhardt, Kathryn. Rents, Taxes, and Peasant Resistance: The Lower Yangzi
Region, 1840-1950. Stanford, California: Stanford University Press, 1992. 326
pages, ill., maps.

“ ... a highly valuable study of the social and economic history of the Lower Yangtze
through the tumultuous times: the Taiping rebellion, the collapse of the Qing, and the
Republican period. ... the author provides a highly readable narrative of the economic
and social history of this period and place ...” Daniel Little in The American Historical
Review, April 1993, v. 98, n. 2, page 543.

This scholarly book is of little interest to those seeking information specifically about the
Yangtze Patrol but it explains the social and economic conditions in China that directly
impacted on the American naval activities which co-existed in China at nearly the exact
time frame covered by this book.
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Bird, Isabella Lucy (1831-1904). The Yangtze Valley and Beyond: An Account of
Journeys in China. Boston: Beacon Press, 1987. 547 pages, ill.

Isabella Bird was a remarkable women adventurer. This book, one of several that she
wrote, is her last great travel book and documents the Yangtze Valley at the beginning of
the twentieth century.

Bodin, Lynn E. The Boxer Rebellion. London: Osprey, 1979. 40 pages, [8] pages of
plates, ill.

“Men-at-Arms Series; number 95.”

Booker, Edna Lee and John S. Potter. Flight from China. New York: The Macmillan
Co., 1945. 236 pages.

“No one has ever described the exotic atmosphere of Shanghai in the 1920°s more vividly
or more accurately than Miss Booker; her husband contributes a significant section on
Japanese policies in Shanghai after Pearl Harbor and on his experiences in a Japanese
concentration camp. It is not a sensational book; neither of the authors went through or
witnessed any of the cruelties which others have suffered. Nor does it contribute to an
understanding of Chinese politics or culture. The China one sees is that of the treaty
ports, which were more Western than Chinese ...” M.S. Stewart in The Nation, 29
September 1945, v. 161, page 320.

Borg, Dorothy. American Policy and the Chinese Revolution, 1925-1928. New York:
Octagon Books, 1968 [c1947]. 440 pages.
[NPS/DKL Location: E 183.8 C5 B7]

Primarily a diplomatic history but some chapters, such as chapter 13, “The Protection of
Nationals,” and chapter 14, “The Nanking Incident,” document, explain, and interpret the
activities of American naval forces in protecting American citizens and business interests.

The United States and the Far Eastern Crisis of 1933-1938: From the
Manchurian Incident through the Initial Stage of the Undeclared Sino-
Japanese War. Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1964. 674 pages.
[NPS/DKL Location: DS 784 B7]

“ ... discusses the development of our Far Eastern policy in the mid-1930’s ... the book
explores ... U.S. naval policy, American attitudes toward developments inside China,
Roosevelt and Hull’s over-all approach to the international situation, and certain
controversial aspects of American public opinion.” From the publishers note.

“This craftsman-like, fair-minded, even-tempered book makes a valuable contribution to
our understanding of what surely is one of the most exasperating periods in the history of
American foreign policy.” W.H. Heinrichs in American Historical Review, January
1965, v. 70, page 427.

Bose, Newmain S. American Attitude and Policy to the Nationalist Movement in
China, 1911-1921. Atlantic Highlands, New Jersey: Humanities Press, 1970.
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Braisted, William R. The United States Navy in the Pacific, 1897-1909. Austin:
University of Texas Press, 1958. 282 pages.
[NPS/DKL Location: E 182 B8]

“...This book [attempts] ... to evaluate the navy’s influence on American foreign policy
during these formative years. ... The inter-relationship of naval and diplomatic policies is
kept central to the major events of the period, such as ... the Boxer Rebellion and the
Open Door Policy in China ...” From Annals of the American Academy of Political and
Social Science, 1959

“This work begins by chiding scholars for neglecting the Navy Department records and
ignoring the influence of sea power on American objectives in the Far East. ... Itis an
interesting study of the detailed operations of the Navy in relation to the problems that
confronted the country in the Far East.” S.W. Livermore in American Historical Review,
January 1959, v. 64, page 406.

The United States Navy in the Pacific, 1909-1922. Austin: University of
Texas Press, 1971. 741 pages.
[NPS/DKL Location: E 182 B83]

“Chock full of facts and figures, [the book] illumines many obscure passages in naval-
diplomatic history.” A.D. Coox in Pacific Affairs, Spring 1972, v. 45, page 93.

Look in the index under “Yangtze River,” “Asiatic Fleet” and “China” for pages
pertaining to naval operations on the Yangtze, including citations to pertinent government
treaties and documents.

Brice, Martin H. The Royal Navy and the Sino-Japanese Incident 1937-41. London:
lan Allen, 1971.
[NPS/DKL Location: In Process]

Brown, F.C., John E. Lella and Roger J. Sullivan. The 4™ Marines and Soochow
Creek. Bennington, Vermont: International Graphics Corporation, 1980.
[NPS/DKL Location: In Process]

Brown, Frederick. From Tientsin to Peking with the Allied Forces. New York: Arno
press, 1970. 126 pages, ill., ports.
“Reprint of the 1902 edition.” “Personal narrative.” LC Notes.

Brownson, Willard Herbert. America Spreads Her Sails: U.S. Seapower in the 19"

Century. Annapolis: Naval Institute Press, 1973.
[NPS/DKL Location: E 182 B2]

. From Frigate to Dreadnought. Sharon, Connecticut: King House, 1973. 294
pages, ill.
[NPS/DKL Location: CT 2 R88 H2]

Buck, Pearl. The Good Earth. New York: John Day, 1931, 375 pages.
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This famous, fabulously-selling Pulitzer Prize novel, which has been both lavishly
praised and harshly criticized, will serve to represent all of Nobelist Buck’s copious
writings on China, both fiction and non-fiction. Pearl Buck, born in 1892, was the child
of American missionaries in China and lived there until she was seventeen, though she
returned in 1927 at the time of the Nanking Affair and escaped death only ten minutes
ahead of the invading Nationalist army. During her childhood, her family lived among
the Chinese, not in a foreign compound, and Chinese was Buck’s first spoken language.

[NPS/DKL Location: PS 3503 U2 G6]

Butler, Smedley. Historical Report of the occupation of Tientsin by the Third
Brigade, Under the Command of brigadier General Smedley D. Butler,
U.S.M.C., from the First Part of June 1927 until December 1928. National
Archives. Unpublished Paper, 1929. 29 pages.

Cited by Myron J. Smith in The American Navy, 1918-1941. In this paper General Butler
describes his command activities in protecting American citizens during China’s civil war.

. War is a Racket. New York: Round Table Press, Inc., 1935. 52 pages.

A retired marine general’s condemnation of war and its profiteers. In this controversial
book Butler compares himself and fellow Marines with racketeers; but the best Al
Capone could do, Butler wrote, was “operate a racket in three city districts. The Marines
operated on three continents.” Butler called himself an unwitting “gangster for
capitalism.”

Cable, James. Gunboat Diplomacy, 1919-1991: Political Applications of Limited
Naval Force. New York: St. Martin’s Press, 1994. Third edition. 246 pages.
[NPS/DKL Location: V 25 C327 1994]

“In addition to the stringency of its argument and the quality of its documentation, the
book is written with a wit and humanity rare in modern strategic writing ... [Cable]
refines his concept [of gunboat diplomacy] into four categories of force — definitive,
purposeful, catalytic, and expressive — and provides historical examples of each ... [The
book contains a] long appendix, an illustrative chronology covering the years 1919 to
1969, in which Mr. Cable lists in detail the year-by-year uses of limited naval force for
diplomatic purposes, each incident grouped into its appropriate category and the success
or failure, from the ‘assailants’ point of view, noted.” Times Literary Supplement, 21
January 1972, page 71.

The chronologically arranged appendix lists selective instances in the application of
limited naval force from 1919 to 1991 but the incidents in China during the 1920s were
far more numerous than represented here.

Cameron, Nigel. The Face of China as seen by Photographers and Travellers, 1860-
1912. New York: Aperture, 1978. 159 pages, photographs.
[NPS/DKL Location: DS 761 F17]

These fascinating photographs of the land, people, and aftermath of battles provide a
sampling of what American naval forces would have encountered in China.

Campbell, Ballard C., editor. The Challenges of Change: American Lives, 1870-1920.
Wilmington, Delaware: Scholarly Resources, In Press.
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Kenneth Hagan’s chapter entitled “William S. Sims: Naval Insurgent, Coalition Warrior”
summarizes the life of Sims, an iconoclastic outsider who rose to four-star admiral,
highest rank in the U.S. Navy prior to WWII. He served in China during 1895-1896 and
1901-1902.

Carey, Arch. The War Years at Shanghai, 1941 — 45 - 48. New York: Vantage Press,
1967.

Chadbourne, Charles C. Sailors and Diplomats: U.S. Naval Operations in China,
1865-1877. Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation. University of Washington, 1976.

Chang, Hsin-pao. Commissioner Lin and the Opium War. New York: Norton, 1970.
319 pages, maps.
[NPS/DKL Location: DS 757.5 C4]

“This book places the Opium War of 1840-1842 in its historical perspective and also
details the day-to-day crises that led up to the hostilities ... Mr. Chang examines the
development of the Canton trading system and the British trade in China ...” Book

Review Digest, 1965, page 221.

Chang, Iris. The Rape of Nanking: The Forgotten Holocaust of World War Il. New
York: Basic Books, 1997. 304 pages.

This bestselling book may earn Iris Chang a nomination for the Pulitzer prize.

Chi, His-Sheng. Warlord Politics in China, 1916-1928. Stanford, California: Stanford
University Press, 1976. 282 pages, plates, ill.
[NPS/DKL Location: DS 777.45 C53]

China Yearbook 1921. Tientsin: Tsientin Press, 1922.

Chronology of the United States Marine Corps, 1775 - 1934. Washington: Historical
Branch, G-3 Division Headquarters, US Marine Corps, 1965. 129 pages.
[NPS/DKL Location: VE 23 U6 v.1]

A typical entry reads as follows: “1927 ... 4 Mar. A detachment of Marines and seamen
from the USS Pittsburgh recaptured an American vessel, the Meifoo XIV, from the
Chinese off Shanghai.” There is no subject index so the reader will find information
pertaining to China interspersed among other Marine activities from around the world.

Chronology of the United States Marine Corps, 1935 - 1946. Washington: Historical
Branch, G-3 Division Headquarters, US Marine Corps, 1965. 139 pages.
[NPS/DKL Location: VE 23 U6 v.2]

Because this volume encompasses World War |1, there is less information on China than
in volume 1 above. Here is a sample entry: “1937 ... 12 Aug. The 4" Marines at
Shanghai, China was augmented by a landing force from the USS Augusta of 50 Marines
and 57 bluejackets.”
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Chronology of the United States Marine Corps, 1947 - 1964. Washington: Historical
Branch, G-3 Division Headquarters, US Marine Corps, 1971. 73 pages.
[NPS/DKL Location: VE 23 U6 v.3]

Note this entry from 13 February 1948: “The Chinese Communists confirmed they had
captured five U.S. Marines who had disappeared on Christmas day near Tsingtao while
on a hunting trip. PFC Charles J. Brayton, Jr., 19, of New York, was fatally wounded,
and the four survivors would be held until the U.S. navy apologized. The five were
accused of participating in the civil war.”

Clark, George B. Treading Softly, the U.S. Marines in China, from the 1840’s to the
1940’s. Pike, New Hampshire: Brass Hat, 1996.

“From the Opium War of 1842 until their withdrawal in November 1940, United States
Marines were actively involved in China. Until now there has been no single source that
covered all the disparate episodes and escapades of the China Marines.

“... the reader not only learns the official history of various units and engagements, but
also develops an understanding and appreciation of life on the China Station. Under most
circumstances it was hardly the most taxing of assignments. ... Officers lived in the lap
of luxury, far beyond what their meager salaries would have provided at home. Of
course, there were periods of intense activity, if not sheer terror. The famed 35-day siege
of the Legation at Peking and the defense of the International Settlement at Tientsin
(1900), as well as repeated threats by war lords to Shanghai’s famed International
Settlement in the 1920s and 1930s made the reputations of Marine heroes such as Dan
Daly, “Handsome Jack” Myers, and Smedley Butler.” Anne Cipriano Venzon in Marine
Corps Gazette, August 1996, v. 80, n. 8, page 77.

Clements, Paul Henry. The Boxer Rebellion: A Political and Diplomatic Review.
New York: AMS Press, 1979. 243 pages.

“Reprint of the 1915 edition published by Columbia University, New York, which was
issued as v. 66, no. 3 of Studies in History, Economics, and Public Law.” from LC
Notes.

Clifford, Nicholas R. Spoilt Children of Empire: Westerners in Shanghai and the
Chinese Revolution of the 1920s. Hanover, New Hampshire: Middlebury
College Press, 1991. 361 pages, ill., photographs.
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This is the story of that journey in time.” Kirkus Reviews, 1956.
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communism. She is thus peculiarly well equipped to set one civilization against the other
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“U.S. marine. Four unsigned manuscripts, totalling about 20 pages, the pencilled drafts
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Abbey, Phil. Kemp Tolley — Muse of the Yangtze River Rats. Geocities.Com. 29
April 1998. Online. Available.
http://www.geocities.com/Vienna/5047/Tolley.html. 10 August 1998.

Rear Admiral Kemp Tolley, U.S.N. retired, is the author of Yangtze Patrol, to-date the
most comprehensive publication on the history and activities of that unit. This web page
details a short biographical sketch of Tolley, a man who spent twenty-five years abroad
or at sea and experienced a widely varied and unique naval career including missions in
China and Russia.

. Treaty Ports & Extraterritoriality in 1920s China. Geocities.Com. 5 May
1998. Online. Available:
http://www.geocities.com/Vienna/5048/TREATYO01.html. 7 August 1998.

Ambitious description of the historical and legal circumstances which developed into the
principle of extraterritoriality that the Yangtze Patrol helped enforce and protect.
Includes an extract from the Treaty of Wangsia, 1844, which established
extraterritoriality for American citizens. Contains a complete list of all treaty ports, their
location and date of opening.

USS Asheville (PG-21) (1920-1942). Geocities.Com. 11 August 1998.
Online. Available. http://www.geocities.com/Vienna/5047/PG21-
USSAsheville.html. 10 August 1998.

The Asheville had extensive service in China and was one of the few surface ships to be
sunk with all hands lost during World War 1.

. USS Isabel (PY-10). Geocities.Com. 27 April 1998. Online. Available:
http://www.geocities.com/Vienna/5047/PY 10lsabel.html. 20 July 1998.

“... Isabel sailed for the Far East 21 August 1921 to join the famous Yangtze Patrol
(YANGPAT). ... During the tumultuous 5 years that followed in China, Isabel served as
a member of the Patrol and as its flagship (COMYANG) based in Hankow, charged with
protecting American commerce from pirates and American nationals from the danger of
constant civil war. Based at Shanghai, Isabel spent the high water period on the river at
Hankow, returning to the coast in summer.” From the source document.

The information at this site is based on information from the Dictionary of American
Naval Fighting Ships.

USS Tutuila | (PR-4). Geocities.Com. 6 April 1998. Online. Available:
http://www.geocities.com/Vienna/5047/PR4_Tutuila.html. 10 August 1998.

“In 1937, the complexion of life for the Yangtze gunboats changed. The undeclared
Sino-Japanese War began in July and spread to the Yangtze valley in August and
September. Japanese river operations effectively bottled up the river for neutral gunboats
and their proximity to war zones produced incidents such as the sinking of the Panay
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(PR-6) by Japanese aircraft on 12 December 1937. On 3 August 1938, Tutuila followed
Luzon (PR-7) up the river to Chunking, as the YangPat flagship carried the American
Ambassador, Nelson T. Johnson, to that river port.” From the source document.

The information at this site is based on information from the Dictionary of American
Naval Fighting Ships.

. Yangtze Patrol. Geocities.Com. 15 July 1998. Online. Available:
http://www.geocities.com/Tokyo/lIsland/7915/index.html. 10 August 1998.

“In 1900, the so-called Boxer rebellion hit northern China. Several hundred foreigners,
mostly missionaries living in small towns, and approximately 50,000 Chinese Christians
were murdered ...

“Following this incident the United States Navy organized the South China Patrol, based
at Hong Kong, and the Yangtze Patrol, based at Shanghai and later Hankow. ...” From
the source document.

Bushini, J. Boxer Rebellion. Small Planet Communications. 20 July 1998. Online.

China

Available: http://www.smplanet.com/imperialism/fists.html. 29 July 1998.

Short history of the events precipitating China’s Boxer Rebellion in 1900 and the
resulting expansion of the “Open Door” policy in which the Yangtze Patrol became
intimately involved.

Marine Association. China Marine Association. Fort Worth, Texas: Star-
Telegram Online Services. 12 January 1998. Online. Available:
http://www.startext.net/homes/chimar/index.htm. 10 August 1998.

“Prior to World War Il, the Marines were stationed in North China on numerous
occasions to protect American business interests and missionaries. They were first sent in
while Admiral Perry was in Japan watching over American interests. The Marines moved
into Shanghai in 1854 following occupation of foreign trading settlements in and around
Shanghai. The American Mission grounds were threatened by the Imperial Chinese
Army which was engaged in fighting the Revolutionary forces of T'ien Wang. The
mission of the Marines was to protect American personnel and property. In 1856 the
Marines were sent into Canton and again into Shanghai. Over the next 40 years they were
periodically sent into China for the purpose of protecting American interests.

"The Boxer Rebellion in 1900 set the stage for the Marines to be in North China for the
next forty years. In 1905, the Marines returned to Peking after the Boxer Rebellion had
been brought under control. The Marines were sent to Shanghai in 1911, 1912, 1913,
1922, 1925, and remained during the period 1927 to 1934. Their mission was again to
protect American business and missionary interests. On November 10, 1941 the Marines
were ordered out of China and left for the Philippines." From the site page.

Clancey, Patrick. Ships of the U.S. Navy, 1940-1945: Patrol Craft. Chapel Hill, North

Carolina:  University of North Carolina Sunsite. 26 March 1998. Online.
Available:  http://www.sunsite.unc.edu/hyperwar/USN/ships/ships-pg.html. 7
August 1998.
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Includes a list of river gunboats with commissioning dates and dates of loss or final
disposition. Also includes specifications of their design including dislacement, speed and
armament.

Clancey, Patrick. Sinking of Panay, 12 December 1937. Chapel Hill, North Carolina:

University of North Carolina Sunsite. 23 March 1998. Online. Available:
http://www.sunsite.unc.edu/hyperwar/USN/ships/dafs/PR/pr5-sinking.html. 7
August 1998.

The sinking of the Panay by the Japanese represents the end of the Yangtze Patrol and the
beginning of World War Il. This web site is taken from pages 16-18 of The Rising Sun
in the Pacific, volume three of Samuel Eliot Morison’s History of United States Naval
Operations in World War I1.

Dictionary of American Naval Fighting Ships. Quincy, Massachusetts: United States

Fahey,

Naval Shipbuilding Museum. 20 June 1998. Online. Available:
http://www.uss-salem.org/danfs/. 10 August 1998.

This is the electronic version of the foremost reference to US naval vessels. The print
version consists of eight volumes and provides histories of virtually every US naval
vessel. This online version, as of August 1998 contained approximately 2,500 ship
histories, but volunteers add more records on a continuous basis. Several vessels
assigned to the Yangtze Patrol are already included.

John Edward. Mail Gaurd, China, and Fleet Marine Force (1926 through
1940). San Diego, California: University of San Diego. 29 October 1996.
Online. Available: http://ac.acusd.edu/History/corps/guyl.html. 7 August 1998.

Activities and involvements of the Fourth Marine Regiment between the World Wars,
including China.

Fifteenth Infantry Regiment. Fifteenth Infantry — History. Fort Benning, Georgia:

Fifteenth  Infantry. 29 December 1997. Online. Available:
http://www-benning.army.mil/fbhome/1-15th/1-15%20IN.htm. 10 August 1998.

“On 16 August 1900 most of the regiment was in Tientsin, China, for service against the
Boxer Rebellion. .... In September 1902, the regiment sailed for Monterey, California,
where it built the current Presidio. ... In November 1911 ... the 2nd Battalion returned to
Tientsin, China, as part of the international peace-keeping mission designed to protect
civilians during the Chinese Revolution. The remainder of the regiment followed in 1912.
Much of the 15th Infantry’s tradition comes from the 26 years in China. The dragon on
the regimental crest and pidgin English motto "Can Do" symbolize the China service.
During World War I, the regiment was often close to combat in China.” From the source.

Fourth Marines in China, 1927-1941. San Diego, California: University of San Diego.

16 April, 1996. Online. Available:
http://ac.acusd.edu/History/projects/moss/chinamarines.html. 7 August 1998.

“[Describes] the role the Fourth marines played while assigned to duty in China during
the unstable years leading up to World War Il. The unit was assigned to duty in Shanghai
from 1927 to 1941 and was involved in the security of Americans there ... small
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detachments from the units were used as guards aboard ships of the Yangtze Rapid
Steamship Company.” From the source.

Garcia, C. Sand Pebbles - A Tribute. 30 August 1998. Online. Auvailable:
http://www.execpc.com/~cgarcia/index.html. 5 September 1998.

A site dedicated to fans of the “Sand Pebbles” motion picture which portrayed a fictional
Yangtze Patrol gunboat, the San Pablo, and its crew in China circa 1926.

Guy, John W. Role of the United States Marines During the Relief of Peking, The
Boxer Rebellion — 1900. San Diego, California: University of San Diego. 29
October 1996. Online. Available: http://ac.acusd.edu/History/corps/quyl.html.
7 August 1998.

“At the end of the nineteenth century anti-foreign feeling in China was strong and
stemmed from two main causes. One was the conduct of the foreigners, which was often
deplorable and always open to misconstruction; the other was the policy of the Manchu
Dynasty, which was deluded and out of date. The Dowager Empress, Tzu Hsi,
encouraged anti-foreign sentiment which was fully shared by her subjects; hatred for the
West was widespread throughout China. ...

“... Thus as 1900 dawned, China was swept by a movement known as "Yao rebels" who
believed that they had been made invulnerable by sorcery and incantation. Screaming
mobs, determined to Kill every Westerner, were egged on by the Yao society whose title,
"The Fist of Righteous Amity" was translated by Americans and English into 'Boxers."

“... Consequently, the foreign legations in Peking telegraphed for help, and the Asiatic
squadrons of the great powers raised steam and set course for North China. ...The
first United States ship to reach Taku Bar, the Yellow Sea roadstead 40 miles down-river
from Tientsin, was the USS Newark, a cruiser which anchored on 27 May. The Newark
carried a double strength complement of Marines.

“... the American column, traveling in junks towed by a commandeered steam tug,
finally reached Tientsin at 2300 that night where the foreign colony had been waiting for
them with a brass band. Among the welcomers was a 25 year old American mining
engineer, Mr. Herbert Hoover, ...

...The first foreign troops to arrive, the Marines and sailors were billeted in
Temperance Hall, dedicated to a cause the futility of which has never been more often
underscored than on the China station.” From the source document.

Naval Historical Center. Casualties: U.S. Navy and Marine Corps Killed and
Wounded in Wars, Conflicts and Hostile Incidents. Washington, D.C.:
Department of the Navy. 27 July 1998. Online. Available:
http://www.history.navy.mil/fags/fag56-1.htm. 3August 1998.

Chronologically documents Navy and Marine Corps casualties (KIA and WIA) in even
minor military incidents from 1775 to the present. Many actions in China are included.

. China Relief Expedition 1900-1901. Washington, D.C.: Department of the
Navy. 7 August 1996. Online. Available:
http://www.history.navy.mil/fags/stream/fag45-13.htm. 28 July 1998.
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Brief description of Navy and Marine activities during the Boxer Rebellion.

. China Relief Expedition Medal. Washington, D.C.: Department of the Navy.

13 June 1998. Online. Available:
http://www.history.navy.mil/medals/boxer.htm. 28 July 1998.

Picture and brief description of the medal awarded to participants in the naval actions and
shore activities of 1900 during the Boxer Rebellion.

China Service 1937-1939,1945-1957. Washington, D.C.: Department of the
Navy. 7 August 1996. Online. Available:
http://www.history.navy.mil/faqs/stream/fag45-18.htm. 3 August 1998.

Short description of circumstances resulting in American military activity in China
immediately preceding and after World War I1.

. China Service Medal. Washington, D.C.: Department of the Navy. 21 June,

1998. Online. Available: http://www.history.navy.mil/medals/china.htm. 28
July 1998.

Displays a color picture of China Service Medal and states the conditions under which it
was awarded to Marine and Navy personnel who served in China from 7 July 1937 to 7
September 1939.

. Instances of Use of United States Forces Abroad, 1798-1993. Washington,
D.C.. Department of the Navy. 12 September 1997. Online. Available:
http://www.history.navy.mil/wars/foabroad.htm. 3 August 1998.

Chronological list of 234 instances in which United States forces functioned abroad in
“other than normal peacetime purposes.” Includes China actions.

Navy Expeditionary Medal [and] Marine Corps Expeditionary Medal.
Washington, D.C.: Department of the Navy. 1 June 1998. Online. Available:
http://www.history.navy.mil/medals/nem.htm. 3August 1998.

Shows color pictures of the Medals and states the conditions under which they were
awarded to Marine and Navy personnel. Includes a list of “Authorized Expeditions”
including thirteen in China between 1894 and 1925.

Navy Medal of Honor: Boxer Rebellion 1900. Washington, D.C.:
Department of the Navy. 14 April, 1997. Online. Available:
http://www.history.navy.mil/fags/moh/moh7.htm. 3 August 1998.

Names and ranks of Navy Medal of Honor recipients during Boxer Rebellion, including
date of the action and the vessel or unit involved.

. Online Library of Selected Images. Washington, D.C.: Department of the
Navy. 5 February, 1998. Online. Available:
http://www.history.navy.mil/branches/org11-2.htm. 3 August 1998.
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At viewing date had digital images only of the Spanish-American War but other actions
as well as other categories including “ships” and “people” are in the planning stages.

Reunions, Veterans Organizations. Washington, D.C.: Department of the
Navy. 1 July 1998. Online. Available: http://www.history.navy.mil/fags/faql13-
3.htm. 3 August 1998.

Alphabetic list of names, postal addresses, phone numbers and e-mail addresses of
organizations for naval veterans including the Patrol Craft Sailors Association, Tin Can
Sailors and US Asiatic Fleet Four-Stack Destroyers.

. Yangtze Service 1926-1927, 1930-1932. Washington, D.C.: Department of
the Navy. 15 July 1996. Online. Available:
http://www.history.navy.mil/fags/stream/fag45-17.htm. 28 July 1998.

Brief description of Yangtze Service activities during the turbulence of the twenties and
the floods of the early thirties.

Sand Pebbles. Los Angeles, California: American Film Institute. 13 February 1998.
Online. Available: http://www.afionline.org/wise/films/sand pebbles/sand.html.
7 August 1998.

Includes a synopsis of the movie that is based on Richard McKenna’s novel of the same
name. “The main element ... to this story, about an American gunboat patrolling the
Yangtze River in China in 1926, was a theme that reflected the political climate of the
mid-1960s.”

Tales of Old Shanghai. Shanghai, China: Eastern Web Services. 24 July, 1998.
Online. Available:
http://www.shanghai-ed.com/tales/tales.htm. 7 August 1998.

“This site attempts to give a feel for the world of Old Shanghai.... Old Shanghai was a
very special time and place. The city was run by foreigners but was not a colony, most
residents were Chinese but it was not ruled by China. It was the greatest city of Asia,
completely eclipsing Hong Kong and Tokyo. It was one of the most cosmopolitan places
that ever existed, full of growth and speculation, of rogues and adventurers, of color and
life, and of poverty and death.

“Old Shanghai was the worst and the best of everything. It was the "Whore of Asia" and
also the "Paris of the East". It was a "paradise for adventurers". Over the decades, it was a
haven to millions of people, both Chinese and non-Chinese, who sought refuge there
from the wars and the poverty that surrounded it.

“The city had a such a bad reputation in certain quarters that it gave rise to the verb "to be
Shanghai-ed", which meant to be drugged and shipped off to sea as a sailor, a reflection
of the problem ship's captains often had when they arrived in Shanghai in putting
together enough of a crew to set sail again.” From the source document.

This fascinating web site also includes selections from newspapers and magazines,
mostly from the 1930s and 1940s, such as the “China Journal,” “North-China Daily
News,” and “Fortune.”
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U.S. Naval Institute Photographic Collection. Annapolis, Maryland: U.S. Naval
Institute. 25 March 1998. Online. Available:
http://www.usni.org/hrp/photocoll.html. 3 August 1998.

Brief description of the 450,000 images in the USNI Photo Archives and directions on
how to purchase copies.

USS Augusta (CA-31). USS Augusta Association. 22 June 1998. Online. Available
http://internet-esq.com/ussaugusta/history/herstory.htm. 10 August 1998.

“On November 9th, 1933, ... [Augusta] dropped her hook in Whangpoo, off the Bund in
Shanghai, China, and in colorful ceremonies, proudly hoisted the four star flag of
Admiral F.B. Uptam, Commander in Chief of the United States Asiatic Fleet.

“The year 1937 brought the "Augie Maru" - now six years old - her baptism of fire.
August of that year found her back in China station, with the "China Incident" in full
swing and the inter-national situation tense. On "Bloody Saturday", the 14th of August,
she moored off the Bund of Shanghai after bucking a typhoon at high speed enroute from
Tsingtao. She was hardly secured to her mooring buoy in the Whangpoo when two
bombs fell close alongside. Fortunately, no one was killed. During the following hectic
week the air was full of screaming Jap shells falling in Shanghai until, on the afternoon of
August 20th, a stray shell exploded on the Augusta, killing one seaman and wounding 17
others.

“ ... But all was not work. While swinging at her mooring off the Bund, her crew
competed in the vast sports program of the Asiatic Fleet, which the Navy encouraged to
keep it's [sic] men fit. Competition was keen and the standards high. In 1935, 1936, and
1937 she had won the coveted "Iron Man" - the trophy for all around excellence in
Athletics. In 1940, at gala ceremonies held on the Quarter Deck, she was presented with
the Admiral Anderson Swimming Trophy, the Admiral Washington Wrestling Cup - for
the fourth straight year - and as a finale, Admiral Hart, then in Command of the Asiatic
Fleet, presented the famous "lron Man" to Captain Magruder for the "Augie's" fourth win
in seven years.” From the source document.

The Augusta witnessed and participated in many historic events. Churchill and President
Roosevelt met aboard her and President Truman sailed on her to the Potsdam Conference.
Admirals King and Nimitz both commanded her at various stages in their careers.

United Sates Navy Yangtze Patrol & South China Patrol — A Brief Historical
Chronology &Description of Ships Assigned. Geocities.Com. 22 July 1998.
Online. Available:
http://www.geocities.com/Vienna/5047/Y ANGTZE.html. 6 August 1998

Exceptionally thorough chronology of American naval presence in China from 1784 to
post World War Il with an emphasis on the Yangtze/South China Patrol period. Also
includes description and characteristics of the ships involved, plus photos and maps.
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ORAL HISTORIES / INTERVIEWS

[All oral history citations below, unless otherwise noted, have been selected from an
exemplary bibliography assembled by Dennis L. Noble in The Eagle and the
Dragon: The United States Military in China, 1901-1937, a scholarly examination of
the individuals who served in America’s armed forces in the Far East.]

Arnold, William H. Interview by Warren R. Stumpe. Senior Officer Oral History
Program, Oral History Branch, U.S. Army Military History Institute, Carlisle
Barracks, Pennsylvania: 1972-1974.

Bare, Robert Osborne. Interview by Benis M. Frank. Oral History Program, U.S.
Marine Corps, U.S. Marine Corps Historical Center, Washington, DC: 1968.

Battell, William F. Interview by Thomas E. Donnelly. Oral History Program, U.S.
Marine Corps, U.S. Marine Corps Historical Center, Washington, DC: 1971.

Beans, Fred Dale. Interview by Thomas E. Donnelly. Oral History Program, U.S.
Marine Corps, U.S. Marine Corps Historical Center, Washington, DC: 1971.

Berkeley, James Phillips. Interview by Benis M. Frank. Oral History Program, U.S.
Marine Corps, U.S. Marine Corps Historical Center, Washington, DC: 1971.

Bethel, lon Maywood. Interview by Benis M. Frank. Oral History Program, U.S.
Marine Corps, U.S. Marine Corps Historical Center, Washington, DC: 1968.

Bolte, Charles. Interview by Arthur J. Zoebelein. Senior Officer Oral History Program,
Oral History Branch, U.S. Army Military History Institute, Carlisle Barracks,
Pennsylvania: 1972.

Burger, Joseph Charles. Interview by Benis M. Frank. Oral History Program, U.S.
Marine Corps, U.S. Marine Corps Historical Center, Washington, DC: 1969.

Cates, Clifton Bledsoe. Interview by Benis M. Frank. Oral History Program, U.S.
Marine Corps, U.S. Marine Corps Historical Center, Washington, DC: 1967.

Chew, John L. (Jack). Interview by John T. Mason. Oral History Program, U.S. Naval
Institute, Annapolis, Maryland: 1979.

Cloud, George Harlan. Interview by Thomas E. Donnelly. Oral History Program, U.S.
Marine Corps, U.S. Marine Corps Historical Center, Washington, DC: 1970.
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Craig, Edward Arthur. Interview by Lloyd E. Tatum. Oral History Program, U.S.
Marine Corps, U.S. Marine Corps Historical Center, Washington, DC: 1968.

Curtis, Donald. Interview by Benis M. Frank. Oral History Program, U.S. Marine
Corps, U.S. Marine Corps Historical Center, Washington, DC: 1970.

Devereux, James Patrick Sinnot. Interview by Benis M. Frank. Oral History Program,
U.S. Marine Corps, U.S. Marine Corps Historical Center, Washington, DC: 1970.

Erskine, Graves Blanchard. Interview by Benis M. Frank. Oral History Program, U.S.
Marine Corps, U.S. Marine Corps Historical Center, Washington, DC: 1970.

Freeman, Paul L. Interview by James N. Ellis. Senior Officer Oral History Program,
Oral History Branch, U.S. Army Military History Institute, Carlisle Barracks,
Pennsylvania: 1973.

Gasper, Walter Scott. Interview by Benis M. Frank. Oral History Program, U.S.
Marine Corps, U.S. Marine Corps Historical Center, Washington, DC: 1975.

Griffith, Samuel Blair. Interview by Benis M. Frank. Oral History Program, U.S.
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